





W° 41. Friday, April 28, 1727. 





Quale Portentum negue militaris 
Daunia in /atis alit afculetis 3 
Nec Jubee Tellus generat, Leonum 
Arida Nutrix. Hor. 





% Otwithftandirg, the notorious Infidelity 
ye and Libertiniim of the Age, in which 
\ we live, with regard to all forts of Pro- 
digies, Portents and Omens, I am not 
alhamed to acknowledge fome Belief in 
fuch extraordinary Appearances, when 
they are confirmed by fubfequent, extraordinary E- 
vents ; which I think cannot be entirely rejeéted, un- 
lefs we difcredit the concurrent Teftimonies of the 
beit Hiftorians, antient and modern, facred and pro- 
phane; particularly Livy, Clarendon and Echard. 1 
thal] not dwell on thofe wonderful Apparitions, fo ge- 
nerally known, which preceded the Affaffination of 
Julius Caesar and the great Duke of Buckingham ; but 
haflen to the Point in view, by making fome Obfer- 
vations on thofe equally-furprizing Omens, which 
hhappen’d, as it were but yefterday, amongit ourfelves. 
Indeed the laft Year may be juttly efleemed a Yar 
of Wenders, not interior to arly recorded in Hiftory 5 
whether we confider it either with relation to thofe 
uncommon, preter-natural Efieéts, which have raifed 
the Aitonifhment and Curiofity of the Publick s or 
to thofe extraordinary Events, that have fucceeded 
them ; the /atier of which, in my Opinion, ought to 
be looked on as the Completions or semen” 
0. 
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of what the former were defigned to be Typer, Notice 
and Prediions. 

It would be endlefs to enumerate all thofe ftupens 
dous Prodigies, mifhapen Monfters,. ftrange Sights and-: 
unheard-of Wonders, which have been lately exhibi- 
ted to our Eyes. Not to mention the wild humar 
Youth brought forth by an old Oa&, in a defart, un- 
inhabited Foreft abroad; or the young Lyozs whelp’d, 
in fo uncommon a manner, at home; we have feen 
black Swans, white Bears, fix-legged Cows, Men 
with two Heads, flying Horfes, fpeaking Dogs, and 
d.ncing Elephants in abundance 5 which would have 
employed all the Attention of antient Oracles to ex- 
plain. .Channel-Row was never fo plentifully flocked, 
as it hath been for the lait Summer and Winter, with 
portentous Rarities of all kinds; which at the fame 
time that they ferve to amufe the vulgar and igno- 
rant, excite the Curiofity of learned Men, and pre- 
pare their Minds for Events, fuitable to fuch ominous 
Prognoftications. 

I thall confine myfelf, at prefent, to only three of 
the moft amazing Phenomena, which have lately 
appear’'d amongft us, ofz. the famous Rabdit-Bree- 
der Of Godalmin in Surrey; the prodigious three. 
leg’d Eagle, which was taken alive this Spring in the 
Weald of Kent; and the wonderful Youn: max, who 
was deliver’d, but tother Day, of a chopping Girl 
in Fetter-lane. 

As thefe feveral Appearances are equally pieter- 
natural and aftonifhing with any that we read of in the 
Hiitory of antient or modern Times; fo it would be 
the moft inexcufeable Negligence in a publick-fpirited 
Writer to let them pafs without any Comment or 
Examination ata Time, when we are furprized, on 
every Side, with the moft unexpeéted Occurrences 
and Events ; to which thefe Phenomena feem to bear 
fo manifeft a Relation. 
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For this Reafon, tho’ I do not pretend to any great 
Depth in Augury, Arufpicy and Oracular Learning, I 
cannot fuffer myfelf to be entirely filent on a Subjeé& 
of fuch Confequence to this Kingdom; and I hope 
that any Ignorance or want of proper Abilities, which 
I may difcover on this Occafion, will be thought at 
leaft more excufeable than the fhameful Silence and Ne- 
leet of others, who are better qualified for fucha Task. 

I know the World is, at prefent, generally preju- 
ciced againft the poor Woman of Geda/min; and look 
upcn the reputed Rablit birth as a common Cheat, 
Forgery and Impofture ; which can be imputed only to 
the Inconfiftency of fome Relations, that have been 
nade of this Affair, and the prevailing Jnfide/‘ty, before- 
mention’d, with regard to Prodizies of all Kinds. But 
} have always profeffed and fhall conftantly pay fuch a 
De'erende to learned Men, of all Profeffions, in their 
refpective Employments, and efpecially to the Faculty 
of Phsfick, that I could never be induced to join in 
the common Cry, by detraéting from the Credit of 
this Story, and prefuming to be wifer than Men of the 
greateft Experience, moft profound Judgment and un- 
cueflionable Integrity, who were fo deeply concerned 
in this Affair; and, having made thele Studies the Bu- 
finefs of their Lives, muft be fuppofed better acquainted 
wich them than any other Perfons. 

Tho’ I have mylelf fuffer'd a great Deal of Slander 
aid Ridicule, in common with thefe ski/ful Adepts and 
+perators, for my Credulity in this Matter; yet I 
found myfelf, every Day, more and more confirm’d 
in the Belief of it, by what has fince bappen'd among ft 
us; of which I take that furprizing Occurrence to be 
a remarkable Prefage ; and 1 think no body can doubt 
it any longer, after the full Di/charge of Mrs. Tofts 
from her Confinement, and all future Enquiry about 
it; which Iam confident fhe would not have obtain’d, 
if there had been any reafonable Grounds to form a 
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The Truth therefore of this wonderful Cemception 
and De/ivery being thus eftablith’d, as I think, beyond 
all Difpute ; it remains to be confidered what Event 
fuch an anomalous Produ@ion can be fuppofed to prog- 
nofticate or point out to us; but This is a Subject of 
fo tender a Nature, that it is not yet a proper Seafon 
to enlarge upon it any farther. I muft therefore leave 
it, at prefent, to the Conjectures of every difcerning 
Reader; not in the leaft doubting that Time and a 
little Patience will explain it, in the fulleft Manner, . 
to the mo{t common Apprehenfions. 

I fhall therefore beg Leave to pafs on to the fecond 
ftrange and portentous Phenomenon, which I have juft 
mention’d and propofed to confider; namely, tha 
montftrous great Eagle with three Legs, which was la- 
tely caught by a KentifE Shepherd, whilft He was 
committing the moit terrible Ravages on the young 
Lambs, under his Care, in Romney-Marfo. ‘This 
Omen, I think, may be eafily underftood, explained 
and applyed by any Perfon, who hath the leaft Know- 
ledge in Emblems and Hieroz/yphicks; for an Eagle 
being the known Symbol of Empire, asa Lamb is of 
the Britifh Woollen Manufa@ure 5 it cannot be doubt- 
ed that, by this wonderful triple-Jeg’d Bird of Prey, 
ought to be underftood the late Confederacy of Three 
very formidable Potentates, ( viz. the Emperor, the 
Crarina and the King of Spain) in order to fupprefs 
our Manufafures, and deprive us of our Trade and’ 
Commerce. It is farther obvious to infer (and I ob- 
ferve it with the greateit Pleafure) that as this lordly- 
feather’d Tyrant and ravenous Invader of Property 
was timely furprized in his Depredations, by the Vi- 
gilance and Courage of a careful Shepherd; fo thofe 
ambitious, ungrateful and daring Monarchs will be 
fhortly obliged to defift from their exorbitant Demands 
and unwarrantable Ufurpations, by the unfhaken Re- 
folutions and moft incorruptible Integrity of a Britifb 
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We may explain the other heterogeneous Produdion 
in almoft the fame political Manner; for the Circum- 
ftance of a young Man’s being got with Child and 
actu lly brought to Bed of a Dat ighter is fo contrary 
to all the ord jinary Laws of Nature, and fuch a total 
Inverfion of the Properties of his Sex, that it feems 
to bear no fall Refemblance to that * gnaccountable 
Conjunfion, which, according to a late excellent Wri- 
ter, coas out of the Road of all Policy and of which 
he found it {> difficult to give any rea/fonable Sila- 
tion. 

I know that fome Perfons have endeaivour’d to ex- 
plain this Phaenomencn, by applying it to the late 
Tranjin tation of Sexes at our Mafyuerad es and other 
polite Affemlies ; but | chufe rather to adhere to the 
forme r Expofition <s more : ippolite : ind more moment- 
018; orat le fs to apply i it to the /atter, only ina re- 
mote and fecondary Senfe 

It may indeed be objeat: :d to both thefe Interpreta- 
tions, that the Ty¢e i is rege 1 by the Anti-type ; and 
that the Syme! or Thing fgnifying comes after the 
Thing fignified 3 which, we are told, by a /ate Wri- 
tr, often happens in Prophecies and typical Applicati- 
ovs. But I thall leave this Point to be controverted 
by our modern re/igious Difputants it being of no 
Importance in the prefent Cafe, which relates to 
political Matters, as it cannot deitroy that Analogy or 
Refemblance between two or more extraordinary E- 
vents 3 which is all that Idefign or defire to prove in 
this Paper 

I cannot conclude without obferving thot as our E- 
nemies have entered into a moit wnacc.untable Conjun- 
fion, out of the Road of all Poli.y (to which our late 
Prodigics and Portents bear fo near a Relation) and 
fome Pretefant Princes have thought fit to join ina 








* Vile the Enquiry, &c. Page 5, and 88, 
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